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A convenient and efficient one-pot sequence has been developed for the synthesis of C-carbamoyl-1,2,3-
triazoles from alkyl bromide using (i) sodium azide, (ii) methyl propiolate and copper iodide, and (iii)
amines, zirconium tert-butoxide, and 1-hydroxybenzotriazole, under microwave irradiation. The sequen-
tial reactions in one-pot provided the desired C-carbamoyl-1,2,3-triazoles in excellent yields.

� 2010 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
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The formation of 1,2,3-triazoles using the copper(I)-catalyzed
1,3-dipolar cycloaddition of organic azides and alkynes1 has become
an increasingly attractive area because it is a highly efficient method
in bond formations among diverse building blocks for chemical syn-
thesis,2 bioconjugation,3 materials and surface science,4 combinato-
rial chemistry,5 and medicinal chemistry.6 In particular, a number of
compounds containing C-carbamoyl-1,2,3-triazoles have shown a
broad spectrum of biological activities in recent days.7 Even simple
C-carbamoyl-1,2,3-triazole compounds also showed antiaggregat-
ing and antithrombotic activities.8

C-Carbamoyl-1,2,3-triazoles have been synthesized by 1,3-
dipolar cycloaddition with alkyl azides and acetylenic amides, or
by amide formation in last step after preparing 1,2,3-triazole esters
using alkyl azides and acetylenic esters. The former method, how-
ever, has remained a problem for preparing acetylenic amides be-
cause they were synthesized in low yields,9 and the latter method
needed routine and tedious processes because of the long reaction
time and the purification of the intermediates such as alkyl azide
and 1,2,3-triazole ester. Therefore, it is still of interest to develop
more efficient process for preparing C-carbamoyl-1,2,3-triazoles.
Herein we report the convenient and efficient procedure for syn-
thesizing C-carbamoyl-1,2,3-triazoles from the corresponding alkyl
bromide by sequential addition of reagents and other reactants in
one-pot without any purification of the intermediates generated in
each stage.
ll rights reserved.
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We envisioned that treatment of benzyl bromide with sodium
azide would induce benzyl azide A, then addition of propiolic acid
or methyl propiolate would provide 1,2,3-triazole acid B or ester C
(Scheme 1). Without any purification of intermediates A, B, and C,
subsequent reaction of B or C with amine would afford the desired
C-carbamoyl-1,2,3-triazole D. Thus, initially we tried to prepare a
C-carbamoyl-1,2,3-triazole 2 from benzyl bromide by following
sequences in one-pot under microwave irradiation as shown in
Scheme 2: (i) substitution of benzyl bromide by sodium azide in
dimethylacetamide (DMA), (ii) copper(I)-catalyzed 1,3-dipolar
cycloaddition with propionic acid in the presence of a catalytic
amount of copper iodide to give 1,2,3-triazole-4-carboxylic acid
O
D

Scheme 1.
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1, and (iii) coupling with phenethylamine in the presence of diiso-
propylcarbodiimide (DIC) and 1-hydroxybenzotriazole (HOBt). The
first attempt afforded only 1,2,3-triazole-4-carboxylic acid 1 in
good yield. Thus, we decided to employ other coupling reagents
such as 2-chloro-4,6-dimethoxy-1,3,5-triazine10 and dichlorotri-
phenylphosphorane11 for coupling reaction with the acid 1 and
phenethylamine in the last step. All attempts, however, failed to
give the desired C-carbamoyl-1,2,3-triazole 2, and only the acid 1
was produced in good yield (Scheme 2).

Next, we performed to prepare C-carbamoyl-1,2,3-triazole 2 by
way of 1,2,3-triazole-4-ester 3 according to the following
sequences in one-pot under microwave irradiation as shown in
Scheme 3: (i) substitution of benzyl bromide by sodium azide in
dimethylacetamide (DMA), (ii) copper(I)-catalyzed 1,3-dipolar
cycloaddition with methyl propiolate in the presence of a catalytic
amount of copper sulfate and sodium ascorbate to give 1,2,3-tria-
zole-4-ester 3, and (iii) coupling with phenethylamine in the
presence of zinc12 or without zinc. In this performance the desired
C-carbamoyl-1,2,3-triazole 2 was produced in 43% yield with zinc
and in 35% yield with no additive. Based on this interesting result,
we changed copper sulfate and sodium ascorbate into copper
iodide and diisopropylethylamine as reagents for copper(I)-cata-
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Scheme
lyzed 1,3-dipolar cycloaddition in second stage. Thus, the desired
product 2 was provided in 57% yield with zinc and in 40% yield
with no additive. On the other hand, when a catalytic amount of
zirconium(IV) tert-butoxide and HOBt13 was employed as additive
in the last stage, surprisingly, the sequential reaction afforded the
desired product 2 in 88% yield14 (Scheme 3 and entry 1 in Table 1).

Therefore, the generality of this sequential addition process
using sodium azide, methyl propiolate, copper iodide, zirco-
nium(IV) tert-butoxide, and HOBt from alkyl bromide for preparing
C-carbamoyl-1,2,3-triazoles was investigated with a variety of
amines under microwave irradiation. The reactions were carried
out by following sequential addition of reagents and reactants to
alkyl bromide: (i) sodium azide in dimethylacetamide (DMA), (ii)
methyl propiolate in the presence of a catalytic amount of copper
iodide, and (iii) amines in the presence of a catalytic amount of zir-
conium(IV) tert-butoxide and HOBt. All reactions performed gave
the C-carbamoyl-1,2,3-triazoles in excellent yields (Table 1). To
benzyl bromide, the above-mentioned sequential addition, (i) and
(ii), was performed. Then, primary amines such as benzylamine
and octylamine in the last step were reacted to afford the desired
C-carbamoyl-1,2,3-triazole 4 and 5 in 72% and 85% yields, respec-
tively (entries 2 and 3). In case of benzylamine, a little low yield
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Table 1
Synthesis of C-carbamoyl-1,2,3-triazoles from alkyl bromide using a one-pot sequential reaction
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Table 1 (continued)

Entry Alkyl bromide Amine Product Yielda (%)
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of the desired product 4 results from the poor solubility in a mix-
ture of hexane and ethyl acetate which is the eluting solvent in col-
umn chromatography. The reaction of primary amines, such as 2-
hydroxyethylamine and 4-(2-aminoethyl)phenol, with hydroxyl
group also provided the corresponding C-carbamoyl-1,2,3-triazoles
6 and 7 in excellent yields (entries 4 and 5). However, the reaction
of cyclic secondary amines such as piperidine and N-methylpiper-
azine did not give the desired products 8 and 9 at same tempera-
ture (100 �C) with primary amines. When the reaction
temperature was elevated to 120 �C, the reactions afforded the
products 8 and 9 in 89% and 85% yields, respectively (entries 6
and 7). To 3-phenylpropyl bromide, the same sequential reactions
were performed with various amines. All amines investigated pro-
vided the desired C-carbamoyl-1,2,3-triazoles 10–16 in excellent
yields (entries 8–14). The aliphatic secondary amines such as
dibenzylamine and dihexylamine, however, were not reacted with
1,2,3-triazole-4-ester 3 even at 150 �C because of the steric hin-
drance. After performing the complete sequential reaction, the
only product was 1,2,3-triazole-4-ester 3.

On the other hand, when all reagents and reactants such as so-
dium azide, methyl propiolate, copper iodide, DIPEA, phenethyl-
amine, zirconium(IV) tert-butoxide, and HOBt to benzyl bromide
in DMA were added at once and were reacted as multi-component
one-pot reaction at 120 �C for 30 min under microwave irradiation,
the reaction was very complicated and the desired product 2 was
provided only in 25% yield (Scheme 4).

In conclusion, we have found that the one-pot sequential reac-
tions by addition of (i) sodium azide in dimethylacetamide (DMA),
(ii) methyl propiolate in the presence of a catalytic amount of
copper iodide, and (iii) amines in the presence of a catalytic
amount of zirconium(IV) tert-butoxide and HOBt one by one to al-
kyl bromide under microwave irradiation provided the desired C-
carbamoyl-1,2,3-triazoles in excellent yields. We also found that
zirconium(IV) tert-butoxide and HOBt are important reagents to
convert 1,2,3-triazole-4-esters into C-carbamoyl-1,2,3-triazoles in
one-pot sequential reaction. Moreover, this process is very conve-
nient and efficient method because it significantly reduced reac-
tion times and tedious procedures such as work-up and
purification at each step.
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